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Goatry for livelihood improvement of a landless woman

Smt. latocon Ahmed aged 35 wears [s a landless and llitterste woman wheo lives in village Rlchhvola Tarachand [tehsil:
Nawabgan], district: Barellly) with her husband Shrl Ahsan Ahmed and three daughters. Untll two years, her hushand used
to work as a labaurer and upon persuasion and guidance of the stientists from ICAR, taken up apiary.: He now has 10 bee
boxes and earned Rs 30,000/- last year by selling of 2 quintals of honey & Rs 100/- perkg. During this periad, his wife also
came Torward and asked for help In rearing animals for Iivellhood and household securlty. In view of her secle economic
stabue, sha wat advised to ke some poats wharsin profit can be sarmed with low inputs. She was selected under the
network prolect on ‘Enhancing the livelthoed of rural women through Ivestock production’ belng coordinated by the
Directorate of Reseanch onYWomen In Agriculture, Bhubaneswar. She Jolned the tralning program on sclentific goat farming
with 20 ather women held In February 2011 and was supplled with & adult goats {05 female and one mala) with the
conditian that she would give first two femake kids to anpther waomen selected under the project. The goats were
purchased from [VRI goat research farm. The group was also sent to CIRG Makhdoom under the exposure visit and had
firsthand experience In goat rearing and management aspects. Prior of receiving the goat unkt, she made a small thatched
shed near her house with mud walls. This shed pratects the gaats from cold, rain and wind and prevent diseases in them.
Smt. Jatoon feeds the goats with kitchen waste and grasses cut from road sides and bunds and alsa take them out for
grazing. She was also advised grow vegetables near her house : i :

and has since established a small kitchen garden. As Smt.
Jatagn has been trained before the goats were distribution,
she dewormed the animals and vaccinated them agalnst the
maljor diseases under the guldance and supervision of the
project staff. Since her husband is angaged in bes leeping, 2
she alone |oaks after the anlmals by caring the new bom, "
feeding the animals and attending to at kidding, and other
management practices with the help of her eldest daughter. .
Her daughters also help her in the management of animals | -
after returning from school. $mt.Jatoonhasaksoestablished %
a vermicompost unit and recycles the vermicompost |
prepared frorm the goat manure and using them as fertilaerin
herkltchen garden.

During firstkidding, 4 oat of 5 gave twins and one kid from the fifth goat dled. She, thus obtalned 8 kids, out of which 3 weak
animals were sold off for Rz, 3500/~ In the local market As per the prior commitment, two fermale kids were ghven to a
widow who was alsa a land less wamen Inthe same village. Smit. Jatoon never slaughtered goats amd preferred to sell them
on live welght basls. She alsoexchanged two adult goats {one male and one female with one heffer of about 1.5 years. The
money earned by selling goats was used malnly for purchasing food, small savings, plastering the house and buying
consumables for the famihe. The milk fram the goats was not sald and used for household consumption such as feeding
children and preparation of tea. She had full owmershlp of the anlmals and partlal control over the Income earmed fromthe
sale of goats. The approximate contrbutfon of goat towards the total household Income was 12-15 per cent. The goats
have bacame anintegral part of the family asset as they have no land, besides praviding many intangible beneftis in terms
of empowerment and sodal status. Smt. Jatoon norw has a major say In declding the mte, number and place for the sale of
the goats. At present she has 2 bucks and 3 pregnant goats and expects b kids after kidding. Out of the 3 bucks, one buck Is
ready for sale which 5mt. Jatoon has declded to sall during festival so as to get a higher price. The Intervention through
goats has empowered Smt. Jatoon and secured the livelihood of landless rural women which an be replicated for the

beneflt of a large number of women.
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